December Editorial: Christmas Around The World

He didn’t just stop there. The Christmas Party
Barrel was a hit with many, and the company
decided to push the marketing plan “Kentucky
for Christmas” on a national level. This idea sold
across the entire Japan...so did Okawara, who
climbed rapidly through the company ranks and
eventually landed his position as the CEO of
Kentucky Fried Chicken from 1984 to 2002.

Sweden

My favourite Western cartoon has always been
Mickey Mouse and his friends. Wait...don’t judge
yet, I don’t know about you, but it is that sense of
nostalgia that makes Mickey special. Of course,
some people might not agree with my unique love
for Disney, but I am pretty sure the Swedish
people do. Every year, on December 24th, at 3
pm, almost half of Sweden would sit in front of
the television with their family, watching the 1958
Walt Disney Special - “From all of us to all of
you”. This cartoon is also known as “Donald
Duck and his friends wish you a Merry
Christmas.”

Wait...Donald Duck?! Yes, I did not make a typo
here. And this tradition continues to this day. The
cartoon itself has little to do with Christmas. In
fact, Jiminy Cricket is the one who takes the
audience through a dozen Disney characters in
the 30s, 40s, 50s, and sometimes the 60s. The
cartoon consists of short film clips and little
videos of Disney. Donald Duck also appears in
the cartoon to tell stories that all the Swedes have
heard a thousand times already. According to
Charlotte Hagstrom, it is not the movie or the
clips that are so good; rather, it is a Christmas
ritual for families to gather in front of the
television and create memories together, watching
the same film every year.

Germany

~ Although Christmas is often celebrated as the

birth of Jesus Christ, Germans with no particular
religious beliefs would typically also participate in
celebrations. In 2024, according to
Deutschland.de, 81 percent of all Germans
celebrated Christmas. Like many people in
Canada, they like to put up Christmas trees and
hang decorations on the branches. The number
one German Christmas treat, however, remains
the popular plidtzchen - a flat sugary cake. But no,
it is not the typical baked goods we can find in
any supermarket; Germans eat these platzchen
with different flavours, like vanilla, coffee, rum,
walnut, and honey. It is almost like picking your
favourite ice cream flavour! These pldtzchen are
sometimes shaped like crescents, rings, coins, or
hearts, fully capturing the joy and festive vibes of
the holidays.
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In Germany, Christmas Carols are a must-have in
every household. I mean, Christmas wouldn’t feel
like Christmas without the fun, bouncy tunes. But
guess what? Over 90 percent of Germans have
indicated that they would not want to spend
Christmas without Christmas carols! The most
loved carol in Germany is the song “Silent
Night”, which has been translated into over 300
languages and dialects worldwide over the years.
Whether or not you are staying on the island for
Christmas, The Raidar wholeheartedly wishes you
a meaningful, memorable, majestic Merry
Christmas, the happier the merrier. On top of
that, we also hope that you had a great year, and
even if you think you didn’t, you most likely did.
You never know what is coming at you tomorrow!
Merry Christmas! We look forward to seeing you
again in 2026.

https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/life/how-
germany-celebrates-christmas

https://slate.com/culture/2009/12/sweden-s-
bizarre-tradition-of-watching-donald-duck-kalle-
anka-cartoons-on-christmas-eve.html

By: Leonie Lam - Editor-in-chief
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December Editorial:

The Science Behind the Winter Climate

Winter is perhaps the most unique season of the
year; although wintertime isn’t universally enjoyed,
the distinctive nature of the winter climate is
undeniable. But have you ever wondered how the
winter climate came to be?

Why is the temperature in winter so much lower
than in the other seasons? Why do winter storms
form in the Atlantic Ocean? We often take these
phenomena for granted, but what is the science
behind them? This article will provide you with
scientific answers to each of the questions above.
To understand the temperature of winter, you must
first understand that Earth is a sphere that orbits
the sun. During its orbit, Earth also spins on its
own. It takes Earth 1 day to complete a self-
rotation and a full year to complete an orbit around
the sun. But how does this relate to the temperature
of winter?

When we think about the orientation of Earth in
space, it the common to believe the following: the
North Pole is at the very top of Earth, the South
Pole is at the very bottom, and the equator lies
horizontally across the center. However, this is
actually false in relation to the sun. In reality, Earth
is tilted by around 23.5°. This tilt is what causes the
seasons. The temperature on Earth is caused by the
solar radiation from the sun. Because Earth is a
sphere, some regions receive more intense sunlight
compared to other regions.

This causes the temperature of the Earth to vary
regionally; Canada is consistently colder than
Mali. If Earth is untitled, then the equator would
always be the hottest region and the poles would
always be the coldest region. The temperature of
the rest of the Earth will remain nearly static
throughout the year. However, because of the tilt
of the Earth, the equator doesn’t get the most
intense sunlight. For half of Earth’s orbit, the
region North of the equator gets the most intense
sunlight; for the other half, the region South of
the equator becomes the hottest. This variance
also causes the temperature of the rest of the
Earth to change throughout the year; hence the
concept of season.
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By: Alvin Yau - Hllustrator
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As Canadians, we often associate December,
January, and February with the wintertime.
Interestingly, the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres have different months regarding
winter. Because of Earth’s tilt, when the Northern
Hemisphere receives the most intense sunlight, the
Southern Hemisphere receives the least amount of
heat. For this reason, the winter in Australia, South
America, and South Africa happens during June,
July, and August. For regions near the equator, the
intensity of sunlight does not vary greatly during
the year. Thus, countries like Indonesia do not have
winter or summer.

To understand the science behind the winter
storm, we must first discuss the nature of wind.
Wind does not come magically. Surprisingly, the
culprit behind wind movement is actually the sun.
As stated previously, Earth is heated unevenly
because of its spherical shape. This causes the
temperature of the air to vary regionally. As air
becomes heated, it expands in volume and acquires
a lower density. This causes hot air to rise and
create a low-pressure zone below. Naturally, cold
air from the regular regions is pushed into the low-
pressure zone, creating mass movement of air, also
known as wind.

But how is this important to winter storms? Storms
are formed when cold air meets hot, moist air. The
hot air rises above the cold air and cools down
shortly after. The moisture carried by the hot air
condenses into water, forming clouds. The rise of
the hot air also creates strong winds. When this
process becomes rapid and intense, a storm forms.
And when the temperature is low enough, it
becomes a snowstorm.

The coastal nature of Atlantic Canada intensifies
the winter storms. Water has a high specific heat
capacity; even in winter, the water remains
relatively warmer compared to the continent. The
warm ocean water heats the air above and creates
warm air. As the cold inland air meets the
intensely warm coastal air, a strong storm forms
in Atlantic Canada. The warm air created by the
ocean water also supplies the moisture needed for
storms.
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The Gulf Stream, which begins in the Gulf of
Mexico, is another prominent factor that
intensifies the winter storms of Atlantic Canada.
The Gulf Stream carries a warm water current
along the Atlantic coast of North America. This
additional warm current intensifies the heat of the
coastal warm air and thus strengthens the winter
storm. On the contrary, a jet stream is a stream of
fast-moving cold air high above the ground.
Canada is prominently affected by the polar front
jet stream, which runs above Canada. Jet streams
“dip down” at certain regions, which creates a
potent influence on the local climate. The polar
front jet stream intensifies the cooling of inland
air in Atlantic Canada and supplies the sufficient
force needed to the movement of air.

Thus concludes the prolonged body of this
article. We hope that this article supplied you
with interesting information that is also
meaningful. Hopefully, this article makes you
wonder — even if for just a second — the science
behind the things we take for granted. Scientific
and logical thinking should exist not only in the
classroom, but also in your everyday life.
Curiosity is the primary driving force of scientific
discoveries; the attribute of curiosity is seen in
most, if not all, great scientists. So if this article
can send only one message, it will be the
following: Whenever you can, take a moment
away from your ordinary life, to think, to
wonder.

By: Tomas Wang - Editor-in-chief
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Investigation: The Origin of Christmas Trees

Did you know that the world’s biggest artificial
Christmas tree is an illumination display on the
slopes of Mount Ingino, in Gubbio, Italy, spanning
over 750 meters? I mean, we are talking about an
artificial Christmas tree made up of lights. If we were
talking about the biggest natural Christmas tree, it
would be a Douglas Fir (which is a type of tree) in
1950, which measured 212 feet tall, and was erected
at the Northgate shopping center in Seattle,
Washington. But anyway, who started this of cutting
trees, putting them inside a house, and decorating
them? It sounds pretty weird if you think about it;
you don’t see animals taking our beds and
decorating them. The tradition of decorating
Christmas trees did not start with a single person,
but it developed over time in Europe.

Before Christmas even existed, many ancient
civilizations celebrated the winter solstice. During
this time, evergreen plants were used to celebrate the
solstice because their evergreen leaves reminded them
of all the green plants that would grow during the
warmer months. It is said that during the Middle
Ages, the churches began to decorate the living trees
with apples during Christmas time, and called them
Paradise trees. In the 16th century in Germany,
Christians started bringing decorated trees into their
home, and started adding candles to the tree along
with the apples. In 1841, the Christmas tree became
popular outside Germany when Queen Victoria of
England and her husband, a German prince named
Albert, began the custom of decorating a large tree
in Windsor Castle, and in 1848, a print showing the
royal couple with their children and a Christmas tree
was published in the “Illustrated London News”.

By: Manuela Castellanos - Editor

By: Vaughn Abucay - lllustrator

Years later, Thomas Edison’s colleague, Edward
Johnson, came up with the idea of electric lights
for Christmas trees in 1882.

In the 1800s, parts of Germany had problems
with deforestation. Cutting down real trees every
year wasn’t sustainable, so they invented early
artificial trees made of goose feathers. Finally, if
you are wondering why we put a star on top of
the Christmas tree, it’s because it represents the
star of Bethlehem. People started putting stars on
Christmas trees in Germany in the 16th century,
initially with candles representing the Star of
Bethlehem. This tradition became more
widespread in the 18th century. Later, the use of
stars evolved with new materials, with electric-
lighted star toppers becoming common after
World War II. The star represents guidance and
light during the holiday season, and honours the
story of the star leading people to Jesus.

Now that you know the story behind the

Christmas tree, when you are putting up yours,
think about its origins and all the changes that it

has had over the years.

-



Investigation: Ginger Snap Recipe

These cookies bottle the very essence of December.
Many recipes promise the world but deliver a sad,
flat disc. This recipe is different. It’s engineered for
perfection: a crunchy exterior guarding an
incredibly soft, chewy center. Forget the bland
store-bought stuff; these simple, quick cookies
capture the true feeling of the festive season, ready
in under an hour. The best part? You can easily
customize these to match your personal preference.
Happy baking, and let the Christmas spirit begin!

Ingredients

« 1 1/2 sticks (170 grams) unsalted butter, at cool
room temperature

« 3/4 cup (150 grams) granulated sugar, plus 1/2
cup (100 grams) for rolling

« 1/4 cup (50 grams) lightly packed light brown
sugar

« 1/3 cup (113 grams) unsulphured molasses
« 1large egg

« 1/2 teaspoon fine sea salt

« 2 teaspoons baking soda

« 1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger

« 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

« 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves

2 1/4 cups (286 grams) all-purpose flour

By: Vaughn Abucay - lllustrator

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F.

2. In a large bowl, beat the butter until it is soft,
and proceed to slowly incorporate the % cup of
granulated white sugar and brown sugar until light
and fluffy.

3. Add the molasses and egg, then beat until
combined. Add salt, ginger, cloves, cinnamon,
baking soda, and flour, mix thoroughly.

4. Place the remaining %2 cup of sugar on a plate
for a dusting on the cookies. Scoop the dough and
shape it into a ball, and roll it in the sugar
mentioned previously before placing it on a baking
sheet.

5. Bake for 15 minutes or until cookies spread and
the surface is cracked.

! By: Bronwyn O’Meara - Editor



Short Story : Gathering Winter Fuel

The wind cut sharper than usual that December, a
kind of cold that gnawed through coats and made
even the city’s neon glow feel brittle. Eli Turner
pulled his scarf tighter, wishing he were anywhere but
trudging behind Christopher Hale on Christmas Eve.
The CEO had insisted on delivering blankets to the
shelter himself, a gesture Eli privately dismissed as
performative. Still, he couldn’t say no — not when
this man held the keys to his future career. So he
followed, boots slipping on ice, torn between
resentment at the freezing night and the quiet,
gnawing hope that proving himself useful might earn
him a place in Hale’s world.

Chris Hale was not only the CEO, but also the
founder and largest stockholder of BioGen, the
largest biotech firm in New York. When Eli had
landed the internship with them, it had felt like a
dream come true. He had always been fascinated by
genetics. When his pet lizard, Ziggy, had lost his tail
in a door, he had watched in awe as it grew back, day
after day, until it was good as new. And when his
uncle returned from Vietnam missing a leg, Eli — still
a boy, still devouring science fiction and medical
thrillers — made a vow to himself: one day, he would
find a way to give it back.

Now, trudging through the snow on Christmas Eve,
Eli wondered if this would be his future: outside the
lab, doing charity stunts for stockholders. The wind
stung his face, and his boot slipped again on the icy
sidewalk. He regained his balance and readjusted his
grip on the blankets he was carrying, then continued
forward in the bootprints of the CEO in front of him.
If BioGen was the place where science could change
lives, then tracing Hale’s footsteps—tonight in the
snow, tomorrow in the lab—felt like the first step
toward honouring his childhood vow.

Chris stopped. Eli, slipping along stooped behind

[ him, stopped abruptly too, to avoid

embarrassment.
Nobody likes a (literal) buttkisser.

There, in the lee of some scaffolding climbing
endlessly up a new luxury skyscraper, were four
figures, their shapes blurred by the smoke of a
garbage can fire. It was a view Eli passed hundreds
of times every day without a second thought, so
mundane as to be invisible. He followed as Chris
marched deliberately towards the homeless,
handing out blankets and giving each person a
firm handshake. Up close, the four figures were
three grizzled, unshaven men and a young teenager
who couldn’t possibly be an adult.

Even though Eli had been witness to the routine
several times already that night, Chris managed to
make each meeting seem important, each
handshake as special and sincere as those he
bestowed at the annual general meeting. Eli’s
cynicism began to waver. If Hale was just acting,
volunteering only for the sake of the press, he was
doing a masterful job.

A4
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The pair continued on, stopping several more times

to pass out blankets, shake hands, and talk. Things
were falling into a rhythm when Chris abruptly
stopped again. This time was different, not jovial,
but urgent. Eli followed Chris’s gaze to the steps of
a house of worship across the road; its joyous
music spilling out the door and seeming to steam
like warm breath meeting the frigid night. At first,
Eli saw nothing. Then another small puff of breath,
shimmering in the cold, showed a man sitting on
the steps. He was covered in snow, as if he had
been sitting in that exact position, motionless but
shivering, for quite some time.

Underneath the thin white layer, he was clearly not
dressed for the weather. A hoodie with a ratty felt
jacket over top, pants and sneakers. As Chris
strode quickly over to him, Eli close behind, the
man turned his head slightly to look at them with
vacant eyes. Even from over five feet away, the
man’s smell made Eli’s stomach churn — he
breathed through his mouth as he tried to ignore
the stench.

Without hesitation, Chris knelt beside the man,
coaxing him to his feet and guiding him up the
steps towards the doors vibrating with music.
“Come on, let’s get you inside.”

Half guiding, half carrying the frozen man, Chris
turned to Eli and said, “He’s hypothermic. Head
inside and see if you can find him a hot drink.
Anything will help. Go. Quickly!”

Galvanized to action, Eli darted through the
wooden double doors. Inside, the warmth and light
of the church hall hit him like a straight-arm
between the eyes. He weaved through the pews filled
with happy families and voices raised in song. The
aromatic scent of hot chocolate and freshly brewed
coffee led him to a folding table, laden with coffee
urns and Styrofoam cups. Eli poured quickly, the
hot liquid scalding his fingers.

He rushed back to where Chris knelt next to the
now blanket-wrapped man shivering in the last pew.
Chris was speaking with the man in a low voice, and
whatever he said made the man smile. Eli pressed
the steaming cup into the man’s shaking hands.
Colour crept back into his pale cheeks as he slowly
savoured the warmth. Chris kept talking to him,
telling him to stay here, stay inside, stay warm, and
enjoy the service.
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Eli stood beside them, realizing that this truly
wasn’t just some publicity stunt. Chris’s
compassion was the component missing in so
many scientists, the drive to help others. Eli
thought of his vow, made as a child, that had
guided the course of his life. He would do well
with a mentor such as this. There may be precious
few truly good people in this world, but
Christopher Hale was one of them. Eli felt
honoured to have a chance to work with this
man, the brilliant billionaire scientist, who
somehow never lost his sense of compassion, even
while competing in the cutthroat world of New
York venture capitalism.

The pair gathered their remaining blankets, put
their toques back on, and turned to leave. As they
walked to the door, the choir began Good King
Wenceslas, and Chris and Eli paused to listen.

“Good King Wenceslas looked out; on the feast
of Stephen
When the snow lay round about; deep and crisp
and even”

The full harmonies echoed through the church
hall, the choir supported by many of those in the
congregation. The song continued, right to the
last verse:

By: Garion Laird - Editor

“In his master's step he trod; Where the snow lay
dented

Heat was in the very sod; Which the saint had
printed

Therefore, Christian men, be sure; Wealth or rank
possessing

Ye who now will bless the poor; Shall yourselves
find blessing!”

Eli smiled, and felt warm as he followed Chris out
into the cold.

By: Garion Larid - Editor
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Investigation: History of the Holiday Shopping Season

Now that we are firmly in the Holiday season, some of
us might have found ourselves in a packed store,
waiting in a packed line, where Frank Sinatra, or Bing
Crosby croons in the background about some winter
wonderland, in which you can’t enjoy, because instead
you’ve found yourself in a retail wonderland. So how
did the holiday shopping season begin, and how did it
become the nightmare of so many underpaid teenage
retail workers all around the world? Including here on
the island, and also our school.

Black Friday in North America, is the signal of the
beginning of the Shopping Season, afterall, the deals
during Black Friday ranges from 5%- 25%, to even
-50% off on certain items, or bundle discounts, or
straight up buy one get one free type deals. Between the
U.S.A. and Canada, the date on which Black Friday
falls could be inconsistent. Despite this, it doesn’t really
matter because in practice, most retailers extend the
sale to almost the entirety of the latter end of
November. This, however, sparks the question of why
we have this inconsistency.

Canadian Black Friday was actually a far more recent
invention than that of the American one. The most
widely accepted first Canadian Black Friday began
around the 2010s, but the trend had started earlier in
and around the early 2000s, with Canadians in the
Great Lakes Region in Ontario, flocking over the
border for the lower prices of the American Black
Friday Sale. The previous year. In 2008-2009 due to the
positive state of the value of the Canadian dollar, at the
time, several major Canadian retailers began to run
Black Friday deals of their own, to discourage shoppers
from leaving Canada. By far 2012 was the most
commercially successful Canadian Black Friday with an
estimated overall 6.5% increase in spending compared
to the previous year.

By: Alvin Yau - Editor & Lead lllustrator
Issue Proofiead by: Lotte Zhang - Managing Editor
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Before Black Friday began in Canada, the most

- successful sales of the year for most retailers were those

of the Holiday and Boxing Day sales. These sales,
today, often mark the end of the shopping season,
outside of winter clearance sales.

In contrast to Black Friday, these sales have a far older
history. The name "Boxing Day” first appeared in print
in the late 1830s, referring to a day when leftovers and
gifts were given to the less fortunate; however, right up
until the early 20th century, the name “Boxing Day”
still referred to charity, and not retail. Despite this, even
in 1910 in Canada, there are still documented ads that
refer to a “sale” during the holiday season that didn’t
use the “Boxing Day” title. The term “Boxing Day”
only really began to be used to refer to retail in the early
1990s, but end-of-year clearances and sales have been a
staple of the North American Retail industry since at
least the late 1940s.

Now that you know all this, the next time you find
yourself stuck in line during the holidays, either this
year or the next, or even the years long after, you’ll

' remémbp_r_ that people have suffered in line in the name

of a “sale” for 'a‘%ﬁx very long time. Ve
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